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been said about the towers renders the reasons of this isolation
sufficiently obvious. But the dwellings of the commoner sort
are generally clustered together, though without symmetry or
method. Equally irregular in form arc the spaces of which
every Sook is possessed for the communal meetings of its in-
habitants, and which no more resemble, in mathematical cor-
rectness of outline, Grosvenor or Cavendish Square, limn the
rows of houses do Regent or Oxford Street.

The gardens of the Djowf are much celebrated in this part
of the East; and justly so. They are of a productiveness and
variety superior to those of Djebel Shomer or of Upper Nejed,
and far beyond whatever the Hedja/, and its neighbourhood can
offer. Here, for the first time in our southward course, we
found the date-palm a main object of cultivation; and if its
produce be inferior to that of the same tree in Nejed and J.iasa,
it is far, very far, above whatever Egypt, Africa, or tin; valley of
the Tigris from Bagdad to Basra can show. However, (he palm
is by no means alone here. The apricot and the peach, the li^-
tree and the vine, abound throughout these orchards, and their
fruit surpasses in copiousness and flavour that supplied by the
gardens of Damascus or the hills of Syria and Palestine. In
the intervals between the trees or in the fields beyond, corn,
leguminous plants, gourds, melons, &c. &c., are widely culti-
vated. Here, too, for the last time, the traveller bound for the
interior sees the irrigation indispensable to all growth and tillage
in this droughty climate kept up by running streams of clear
water, whereas in the Nejed and its neighbourhood it has to be
laboriously procured from wells and cisterns.

The ripening season of the different kinds of fruit or harvest
is, of course, earlier here than in Syria, not to say Europe,
Djowf apricots are in full maturity by the end of May, and the
vintage falls in July; peaches delay till August, dates till August
and September. Further south, in Nejed, for instance, all these
periods are respectively anticipated by about a month, and in
Oman by two months at least. Much did I regret in these
places my inability to have with me either thermometer or any
similar instrument for ascertaining the niceties of the tempera-
ture and atmosphere ; but such kind of baggage would have
been too inconsistent in Arab eyes with my assumed character,
too European, in short; besides that,'what between jolting